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Gretia and Rov Hunjan, of Den-
ver, Are making all the necessary
preparibons for Lhe arrval of thelr
néw baby In n few weeks, but mixed
with Lhcir joy ks a real condern for
hiorr 225-year-old Zoey will nespond

“Eoey s our first ‘child,” and ahe's
completely the center of our atten-
thon, ™ Chrelln sanys. “We can't explain
Lo her what's happening, and we're
wiortied ahe'll feel jenlous and pe-
glected and may even try to hurt the
by SomEkee,”

Toeyls ndog, & Lab mix that, Gret-
La sEyYE, "needs o lot of attention.”

Such concem is pelther unisual
nor misplaced. Many dogs seTve RS
surrogate children, and fust as wise
parents thke steps 1o prepane obder
children for the mrrival of a new &b-
Hrg, 80 g0 they Lake Sepd L0 prepane
the family pet as well

Animal behasiorst Karl Bastyr,
owmer of Wag & Tradn. leads regular
clazses, calied “When Barkley Meets
Baby." for expeciant parents. She
guldes the soon-to-be parents and
thelr dogs through seveml exerelies
and ghwes them lots of tme-tested
tips for maoking the transition
amooth foreveryone imolved.

“I know of several dogs who wene
taken o 8 sheller when the haby
cEme” Bathr sy “That's meally
s, There are enotch Sogs In shel-
{ers Al ix There's no reason (it has
Lo come Lo that.™

Mew parvmiis often make the mis-
take of shoolng the dog away whensy-
er the baly i around, That's the
worst talng they cando, Bastyr says.

=1 enn’t emphasker this enough.
You wanlt your dog to eesociate the
baby with good things™ she sy
~ Dot put the dog out when the ba-
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Be smart: Prepare Bowser for the blessed event
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Crystal Windley holds her baby, Ayla, 3 1/2 months old, as their dog, Tabor, kisses her on the cheek.

by gets up from fs nap. Dogs need Lo
hove lots of posithee experences
with the baby, and they need Lo e
around the baby a o™

Qoo dogbaly relations start. be-
fore Lhe baby s bom, Bastyr says
“Work on obedience 50 the doga
akilla will be sharpened once the ba-
by eomiea,” she saya. IS & good ldea
Lo work on "Stay’ and ' Come’ especial-
by, or taloe A claas §if wour dog hasn
leneried the basica™

Bhe plso advicss axpariant par
entd to privctice doing with & doll the

things they' lleventually dowith o ba-
by, to get the dog used to it Let Lhe
o beam Lo walk politely alongskde
the strofler. Put & car seat in the car
and take the dog for a drive, 0o the
dog doein’t suddenty have its oo
ite perch usurped by the balby.

Bhe nlwo suggests playing a record-
Ing of baby sounds to help acclimate
Lhe dog. "“When & baby comes Lhere
will be a ot of new sounds they
hivven't heand beéfore" Baatyr iy
“Ezpeclally screaming. They may
mistake the baby's screams forn dis

tress oy, which could make therm en-
gngge In somee predatory behavior.™

Onee the baby kS borm, bring home
sormething with the baby's and
mcem's soent, BastyT advises. Lef the
diogy snliT i, and give him s treat.

When mom comes horme from the
hoapital, Bastyr advises gresting Lhe
dog first, without the baby. Alter five
to 10 milrnates, bring the Babey in anc
give ihe dog lots of pradse and treata
*Then bet the dog snkfand Hel the -
by's feet to get that Arst itie taste”
she says. “Theyll be curious™

Class information

® Whakt Barkley Mieets Haby
m Whea: 1] wm i pon, Nov,
4]

B ‘Where: Citv ek & Moow,
370 Kalamath S0
m Cosk 515

® Information: 72212509

or www. sagandirain.com
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Bul never, ever leave own the
best-behaved dog alone with a baby
even for n fow seconds, ihe wirms,

Finally, there's the lsgue of the dia-
pers. There's no polite way Lo eay
this, but just remember Lo keep the
diaper podl seoure and tghtly locked
alall tlmes. lest your dog be termpled
to help himesll to o tmsty tromt
Thats not Just disgusiing. &8s As0
possibly harmful to the dog. as he
could choke and possibly suffocate
on a disposable diaper.

Crystal Windley of Derver will tes-
tify to the «ffectivencas of pre-baby
preparation. Her daughter, Ayla,
wins bormn in Jure, and (n Moy ahe en-
rolled with her biack Lab puppy, Ta-
0w, imone of Bastyr's classes

“Tabor was, at that time, B months
old, mnd he was really coergetde, he
wolldn't isten. He wns reallya hand-
ful™ Windley =ayva. "Bt we intro-
deed him to the haby just foe Kard
tmughl us, and he didnt oven care,
whilkch was shocking He wanied (o
snlll her. Wee et him Bck her. We lot
him know she was oot his, she was
hands-off

"Mow | think they'll have n really
good  relationship,” Windbey says.
“Whats more, he was never protec-
tive of Lhe house before, but sinee the
baby has arrived, Tabor's staried
bBarking At Slrangers.”





